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Synopsis

In Jewish Questions, Matt Goldish introduces English readers to the history and culture of the
Sephardic dispersion through an exploration of forty-three responsa--questions about Jewish law
that Jews asked leading rabbis, and the rabbis’ responses. The questions along with their rabbinical
decisions examine all aspects of Jewish life, including business, family, religious issues, and
relations between Jews and non-Jews. Taken together, the responsa constitute an extremely rich
source of information about the everyday lives of Sephardic Jews. The book looks at questions
asked between 1492--when the Jews were expelled from Spain--and 1750. Originating from all over
the Sephardic world, the responsa discuss such diverse topics as the rules of conduct for Ottoman
Jewish sea traders, the trials of an ex-husband accused of a robbery, and the rights of a sexually
abused wife. Goldish provides a sizeable introduction to the history of the Sephardic diaspora and
the nature of responsa literature, as well as a bibliography, historical background for each question,
and short biographies of the rabbis involved. Including cases from well-known communities such as
Venice, Istanbul, and Saloniki, and lesser-known Jewish enclaves such as Kastoria, Ragusa, and
Nablus, Jewish Questions provides a sense of how Sephardic communities were organized, how
Jews related to their neighbors, what problems threatened them and their families, and how they

understood their relationship to God and the Jewish people.
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Customer Reviews

"The selection of responsa in this book is a serious contribution to preserving not only memory of

those responsa, but also perpetuating an understanding of the Jewish communities in which they



were written."--Jay Levinson, Jewish Magazine"Taken on its merits . . . this is a book that is not
without charm, and will introduce general readers to a body of relatively unfamiliar and often

graphically written sources."--Nichola De Lange, Journal of Jewish Studies

"This is a wonderful book. The introduction is excellent and well-written, and the texts are absolutely
fascinating--in some cases even delightful and funny to read. Goldish has really hit the mark with
this book."--Mark Cohen, Princeton University"Jewish Questions contains a wealth of interesting
material not available in English anywhere, and not previously anthologized elsewhere."--Elisheva
Carlebach, Queens College, City University of New York
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